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Gospel Reading   ~   Luke 8:5-15 
Epistle Reading   ~  Galatians 1:11-19 

The Holy Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council

Gospel Meditation 
“A sower went out to sow his seed.” 

In today’s Gosepl reading we hear the parable of the Sower. The 
sower is  none other  than Christ  Himself.  What is  this  seed which is 
being sown? It is the Word of God, yes, in one sense being the good news 
of salvation, the Gospel itself, but what is the seed in essence? Is it not 
love  –  pure,  undefiled,  unmingled,  personal,  all-powerful,  life-creating 
Divine love? When we love or perform acts of love, this love is often 
tainted, mingled together with some self-interest, with some vanity, with 
some vainglory,  with  some critical  remarks  or  condescension.  Not  so 
with the love of God. The love of God is completely selfless and pure.

Christ the sower is sowing these seeds, and on each of these tiny 
seeds, sown ever so subtly, is written the phrase: "I love you my child." 
And how is this seed of the love of God sown? If our eyes are open, we 
will see clearly that it is sown in a million different ways every day. 

Christ has been sowing these seeds of love in His creation forever 
and continues to do so now, every day.  But how do we respond? The 
appropriate  response  to  this  Divine  love  is  to  give  love  in  return,  to 
arrange everything in our life, from our thoughts to our actions to our 
future plans, as a loving response to this outpouring of love from the 
Sower, Christ. In Proverbs God speaks to man through the Prophet and 
says “Son, give me your heart.” And this is what he says to all of us. "Son, 
give me your heart." "Daughter, give me your heart." "My child, my little 
one, my unique creation, give me your heart."

To be  the  one  whose  seed  takes  hold,  the  one  on  the  ground 
whose soil brings forth fruit, is simply to be the one who responds to 
this command, “give me your heart” with a profound “Yes” and repeats 
this answer every hour of every day.  Amen.

This Week at a Glance

Sat, October 20th
6:00 pm - Great Vespers

Sun, October 21st
9:00 pm - 3rd & 6th Hours 
9:30 am - Divine Liturgy
Adult Ed Coffee Hour

Panikhida 
Today’s Panikhida is being said 
for  the  departed  members  of 
the  Adamcio  &  Whar ton 
families.
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The Holy Fathers of the 7th Eccumenical Council 
Today the Church remembers the 350 holy Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council under the 

holy Patriarch Tarasius (February 25).
The Synod of  787,  the second to meet  at  Nicea,  refuted the 

Iconoclast heresy during the reign of Empress Irene and her son 
Constantine VI.

The  Council  decreed  that  the  veneration  of  icons  was  not 
idolatry (Exodus 20:4-5), because the honor shown to them is not 
directed to the wood or  paint,  but  passes  to  the prototype (the 
person depicted). It also upheld the possibility of depicting Christ, 
Who became man and took flesh at His Incarnation. The Father, 
on the other hand,  cannot be represented in His eternal  nature, 
because “no man has seen God at any time” (John 1:18).

In Greek practice, the holy God-bearing Fathers of the Seventh 
Ecumenical  Council  are  commorated  on  October  11  (if  it  is  a 
Sunday), or on the Sunday which follows October 11. According to 
the Slavic MENAION, however, if the eleventh falls on Monday, 
Tuesday,  or  Wednesday,  the  service  is  moved  to  the  preceding 
Sunday.

The Holy Martyr Longinus 
On  October  16th  the  Church  celebrates  the  memory  of  the  Holy  Martyr  Longinus  the 

Centurion, a Roman soldier, served in Judea under the command of the Governor, Pontius Pilate. When 
our Savior Jesus Christ was crucified, it was the detachment of soldiers under the command of Longinus 
which stood watch on Golgotha, at the very foot of the holy Cross. Longinus and his soldiers were 
eyewitnesses of the final moments of the earthly life of the Lord, and of 
the great and awesome portents that appeared at His death. These events 
shook  the  centurion’s  soul.  Longinus  believed  in  Christ  and  confessed 
before everyone, “Truly this was the Son of God” (Mt. 27:54).

According  to  Church  Tradition,  Longinus  was  the  soldier  who 
pierced the side of the Crucified Savior with a spear, and received healing 
from an eye affliction when blood and water poured forth from the wound.

After the Crucifixion and Burial of the Savior, Longinus stood watch 
with  his  company  at  the  Sepulchre  of  the  Lord.  These  soldiers  were 
present at the All-Radiant Resurrection of Christ. The Jews bribed them to 
lie  and say  that  His  disciples  had stolen  away  the  Body of  Christ,  but 
Longinus and two of his comrades refused to be seduced by the Jewish 
gold.  They  also  refused  to  remain  silent  about  the  miracle  of  the 
Resurrection.

Having  come to  believe  in  the  Savior,  the  soldiers  received  Baptism from the  apostles  and 
decided to leave military service. Saint Longinus left Judea to preach about Jesus Christ the Son of God 
in his native land (Cappadocia), and his two comrades followed him. In the icon, St Longinus is on the 
far right.
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